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while it sees a meritorious minority op-
pressed, the prosperity of the State mined,
a pernicious example set to other States ?
Is it to be debarred from using its supreme
authority to rectify these mischiefs ? The
answer is " yes." Unless the legislation or
administration of such a State transgresses
some provision of the Federal constitution,
the national government not only ought not
to interfere, but cannot interfere. Such a
case is not imaginary. . . . In the slave
states before the war, although the negroes
were not, as a rule, harshly treated, many
shocking laws were passed, . . . Even now
it sometimes happens that in one or two
Western States the roads and even the rail-
ways are infested by robbers. There are
parts of the country where justice is uncer-
tain. . - , There are districts where armed
bands occasionally appear, perpetrating noc-
turnal outrages which no State police has
been provided to check. . . . But the
Federal Government looks on unperturbed,
with no remorse for neglected duty/*
Thuggee, masquerading as Klu Klux Klan;
mob fury, sublimated by racial fires into lynch
* Bxyce, American Commonwealth^ pp. 337-338.